The effect of irradiation on the development of low-dose streptozotocin diabetes in mice.
The effect of single-dose whole-body irradiation (6.0 Gy) on the development of low-dose streptozotocin diabetes in male C57 Bl/KsJ-mice was investigated. When irradiation precedes the SZ application the development of hyperglycemia could be prevented. Irradiation after SZ injections at the time of appearance hyperglycemia did not interfere with the onset of diabetes. The results underline the participation of radiosensitive immune cells as an etiologic factor of low-dose SZ diabetes.